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contribute to overcome that intense sectional hate and
party rancor which it is the aim and purpose of the Rad-
icals to inculcate towards the South. These Radical leaders,
and to a great extent their followers, are vindictive and
have apparently no wish or intention to reestablish the
Union or recognize the political equality of the States.

August 15, Wednesday. There are comparatively few
persons here in attendance on the President or Depart-
ments. The Philadelphia Convention has drawn off most
of them for the time, but only to come back in crowds when
the convention adjourns.

Informed the President that I proposed to detail Rear-
Admiral Stribling for lighthouse duty. He said he had no
objections. Should be glad to have Lee disposed of. Told
him I had made him president of the board to examine
volunteer officers under the late Act of Congress.

The Lees and old Mr. Blair are behaving badly. I do not
blame Mr. B. so much, for he is old and affectionate, yet he
should have some consideration for others. It would, and
ought to, injure him, his children, Lee, and myself, were
I to assign Lee to the Lighthouse Board here in Washing-
ton. After having the best post during the War, with
high pecuniary reward and very little danger, he should
not now, with his ample fortune, derived from that post,
think to sit down for the remainder of his days in the
easy post of lighthouse duty on full pay. But he is very
mercenary.

August 16, Thursday. The convention at Philadelphia
has finished its labors and adjourned without disturbance
or conflict, as some hoped and predicted, and without
speechmaking.

I have written another letter to Commodore Winslow,
who is running into partisanship, and will, if he continues,
be an unsuitable person to command a squadron in the
Gulf, or on our seaboard, cautioning him on this subject.